
OVERTURE 1 from The East Central Presbytery of ECO to the ECO Synod,  
      National Theology Task Force 
     “Amend and Adopt Revisions to the Book of Confessions” 
 
 
Whereas in 2012, when ECO adopted the PC(USA) Book of Confessions, as it was at that time, 
as the church’s guiding theological documents, the understanding was to eventually give 
congregations and presbyteries within the newly established Reformed body a voice in the 
selection of the confessional standards; and 
 
Whereas in 2016 ECO’s National Theological Task Force introduced a process to allow 
churches and presbyteries to consider the value and significance of our confessional standards 
and to prepare reports of these efforts to be submitted for consideration; and 
 
Whereas the East Central Presbytery, through an established presbytery-level theology task 
force, has worked with its churches and presbyters to review the current contents of the Book of 
Confessions, as well as other such statements of faith; and 
 
Whereas the Presbytery Theology Task Force has reviewed all submitted reports and offered 
its analysis and recommendations in a report to East Central Presbytery, which is attached 
hereto along with each of the individual church reports;  
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the ECO Synod take the following actions: 
 

First, adopt the following amendments to the ECO Book of Confessions, as noted below: 
 

1.  Include the following:   
 

a. The Nicene Creed, 
b. The Apostles’ Creed,  
c. The Scots Confession, 
d. The Heidelberg Catechism, 
e. The Westminster Confession of Faith (a single version in contemporary English), 
f. The Westminster Shorter Catechism, 
g. The Westminster Larger Catechism, and 
h. The Theological Declaration of Barmen. 

  
2. Exclude the following: 

 
a. The Second Helvetic Confession, 
b. The Confession of 1967, and 
c. The Brief Statement of Faith. 

  
Second, through an appropriate task force, prepare a new Reformed evangelical confession 
for ECO, consistent with the Essential Tenets of ECO, and take the necessary steps to 
include this new confession in the Book of Confessions;  
 
Third, include in the Book of Confessions a preface to explain the nature and purpose of the 
Book of Confessions, rationale for the selection of its various confessions, the relationship of 
the Essential Tenets to the confessions, and the meaning of subscription to the Essential 
Tenets and the confessions within the context of ECO; 



 
Fourth, include before for each creed/confession/catechism in the Book of Confessions a 
short summary of its historical context, theological value, and significance; and 
 
Fifth, include in the Book of Confessions a “For Further Study” section, listing documents 
that—while neither binding nor authoritative—the ECO Synod would deem commendable to 
those desiring a broader understanding of the Christian faith, especially in the Reformed 
tradition.  The following documents are just a few that the Synod may want to list: the 
Athanasian Creed, the French Confession, the Belgic Confession, the Second Helvetic 
Confession, the Canons of Dort, A Brief Statement of Belief (PCUS), the Lausanne Covenant, 
Our World Belongs to God, and the Manhattan Declaration. 
 
 

APPROVED BY EAST CENTRAL PRESBYTERY ON APRIL 28, 2017 


