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Overture to Establish the ECO Confessional Standards 
 

 

Overture 

 

A review of the proposed overtures and recommendations of presbyteries and congregations 

indicates a diversity of opinions as to the proper composition and role of confessional documents 

within ECO. This diversity includes differences on the inclusion or exclusion of different 

confessional documents, the need for a new ECO specific confession and differences on the 

appropriate constitutional authority of confessional standards. In light of this diversity of opinion 

and the lack of a definite process for reconciling these differences prior to and during the January 

2018 Synod meeting, the foregoing resolutions are offered to help establish, during the 2018 

Synod meeting, a consensus on the confessional standards that will be used by ECO in the near 

term and to establish a process by which these standards can be further studied and revised, if 

appropriate,  in a thoughtful and orderly fashion, in time for their consideration at the 2020 

Synod meeting. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 1 

 

RESOLVED, That the final sentence of ECO Essential Tenets, Section I – I. God’s Word: 

The Authority for Our Confession be amended as follows: 

 

In particular, we join with other members of the Presbyterian and Reformed community 

to affirm the secondary authority of the Book of Confessions Confessional Standards as a 

faithful exposition of the Word of God. 

 

RATIONALE: The Book of Confessions as initially referenced in the Essential Tenets is a 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) document and its content is determined by the PC(USA) and not 

ECO. The proposed change changes the reference to an ECO document the content of which will 

be determined by ECO.  

 

Note: This resolution establishes the authority of the Confessional Standards (which is not to the 

Confessional Standards section of the ECO pamphlet Essential Tenets & Confessional Standards 

but is a new document) but does not state what confessional documents are included. Which 

documents are included is the subject of resolutions 3 to 8 that follow. 

 

 

  



RESOLUTION 2 

 

RESOLVED, That the following special rule of order be adopted concerning the adoption 

and any amendment of the ECO Confessional Standards: 

 

Subsequent to the initial adoption of the Confessional Standards, any presbytery or the 

Synod Executive Council may overture the Synod of ECO for changes in the 

Confessional Standards. For overtures originating with a presbytery, at least one 

additional presbytery must concur with the proposed overture. The initial establishment 

and any change to the Confessional Standards shall require approval by a majority of 

those commissioners voting at a meeting of the Synod followed by the ratification by a 

majority vote of the members voting in at least two-thirds of the presbyteries in existence 

at the time of the Synod vote. The ratification by the presbyteries must occur prior to the 

first anniversary of the adjournment of the Synod meeting during which the initial vote 

occurred. 

 

RATIONALE: The ECO Polity establishes the requirements for amending the ECO Constitution 

which include the Polity, Rules of Discipline and the Essential Tenets but there is no provision 

made for the confessional documents. In the absence of any such provision, the amendment of 

any confessional document will be governed by the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order 

Newly Revised, which requires only a majority vote at a meeting of the Synod assembly. The 

proposed special rule of order establishes an approval process for adopting and amending the 

Confessional Standards. It has been proposed by some that any confessional standards should be 

made part of the ECO Constitution, however there are potential governance issues created by the 

possibility of conflicting provisions within any documents included with any confessional 

standard with constitutional authority. These issues warrant more careful consideration of this 

issue than the current time period allows. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 3 

 

RESOLVED, That the following documents as they exist (excluding any added 

commentary) in the ECO Book of Confessions, Version 1: Spring 2017 be included in the 

Confessional Standards: 

 

• Nicene Creed 

• Apostles’ Creed 

• Heidelberg Catechism 

• Westminster Confession (the Presbyterian Church in the United States wording) 

• Westminster Shorter Catechism 

• Westminster Larger Catechism 

 

RATIONALE: A review of the various proposals arising out of the review of the confessional 

documents by the different presbyteries indicates unanimity on around the inclusion of these six 

documents. The resolution fixes the language to match that of the documents contained in the the 

ECO Book of Confessions, Version 1: Spring 2017 until an orderly process to build consensus 



around any language changes can be implemented. The ECO Book of Confessions, Version 1: 

Spring 2017 can be found at:  

http://eco-pres.org/static/media/uploads/resources/print_verision_boc_may_2017.pdf 

 

RESOLUTIONS 4 – 8 

The following resolutions are designed to offer a separate vote on each of the confessional 

documents around which there is less consensus on their inclusion or exclusion from any ECO 

confessional standard. 

 

RESOLUTION 4 

RESOLVED, That The Scots Confession as it exists (excluding any added commentary) in 

the ECO Book of Confessions, Version 1: Spring 2017 be included in the Confessional 

Standards. 

 

RESOLUTION 5 

RESOLVED, That The Theological Declaration of Barmen as it exists (excluding any added 

commentary) in the ECO Book of Confessions, Version 1: Spring 2017 be included in the 

Confessional Standards. 

 

RESOLUTION 6 

RESOLVED, That The Second Helvetic Confession as it exists (excluding any added 

commentary) in the ECO Book of Confessions, Version 1: Spring 2017 be included in the 

Confessional Standards. 

 

RESOLUTION 7 

RESOLVED, That The Confession of 1967 as it exists (excluding any added commentary) in 

the ECO Book of Confessions, Version 1: Spring 2017 be included in the Confessional 

Standards. 

 

RESOLUTION 8 

RESOLVED, That A Brief Statement of Faith – Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as it exists 

(excluding added commentary) in the ECO Book of Confessions, Version 1: Spring 2017 be 

included in the Confessional Standards. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 9 

 

RESOLVED, That the ECO Synod Executive Council, after consultation with the ECO 

National Theological Task Force, shall implement a process that, drawing upon the work 

done in the last year by the different presbytery theological task forces and the National 

Theological Task Force, works to develop a consensus around the proper composition and 

role of the Confessional Standards within ECO with a goal of considering any changes to the 

Confessional Standards at the 2020 Synod Business Meeting. The process shall address, 

among others, the documents to be included in the Confessional Standards (including the 

recommended language of such documents whether existing or new) and the constitutional 

authority of the standards. The process may include one or more Synod wide colloquies with 

http://eco-pres.org/static/media/uploads/resources/print_verision_boc_may_2017.pdf


broad participation organized around review of any existing or proposed confessional 

standards. That upon the completion of this process, the Synod Executive Council shall 

prepare a recommendation on revisions to the Confessional Standards for consideration at 

the 2020 Synod Business Meeting; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, That the Synod Executive Council or their designee is authorized and directed 

to take any action necessary to effectuate this resolution and any other resolutions concerning 

the Confessional Standards approved at this assembly. 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That no further action is taken on the ECO Confessional Standards 

at the current time and that consideration of any overtures or motions regarding the 

confessional documents of ECO currently pending before the Synod assembly be postponed 

indefinitely. 

 

RATIONALE: The intent of Resolution 9 is to empower the Synod Executive Council, with the 

assistance of the National Theological Task Force, to design and implement a process that draws 

upon the prior work of the various theological task forces to further review and build consensus 

on the Confessional Standards to serve ECO in the future. 

 

Note: The language “postponed indefinitely” in Resolution 9 is to allow any overtures on the 

Confessions that are pending before the assembly to be rejected without a specific vote on each 

overture. 


